IO4                             NELSON
him. Next he heard that Villeneuve " had been
to Cadiz and left again with some Spanish ships
in company 3! ; but where for ? Nelson guessed
Brest or Ireland^ and beat slowly westward to-
wards the Straits, more angry than before. On
4th May he was in Tetuan5 but could gain no
further news. \\Tiat had happened to Orde ?
Commissioner Otway from Gibraltar suggested
that Villeneuve's destination was the West Indies,
but this at first seemed unlikely. Leaving all Ms
frigates except four \vith Sir Richard Bickerton1
to guard against any atiack on Sardinia, Naples,
Sicily or Egypt, Xelson pressed on towards
Lisbon. On gth May he was off Cape St. Vincent
and collected a variety of intelligence.
Villeneuve had arrived off Cadiz on gth April,
with ten of the line and had signalled the Spanish
fleet to come out. As usual they were slow, and
after waiting only four hours he was off again,
leaving Admiral Gravina to follow as best as he
could* Sir John Orde had been taking in stores
when Villeneve appeared, and had very nearly
been caught, but had managed to send Ms store-
ships to Lagos and had retired with the bulk of
his force to concentrate on the main British fleet
off Ushant. Nelson heard all this from Captain
Sutton of the Ampkion, one of Orde9s frigates^
which had been left behind to observe. Now the
Amphion had only recently arrived on the station
from England and Captain Sutton was able to
report that no sign of Villeneuve had been seen
anywhere on the way out, nor had any of the
ships passed on the way reported enemy
movements. Evidently Villeneuve had not gone
1 Son of the admiral mentioned on page 17.